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Abstract

The portrayal of Russia and Ukraine in Western media during the first month of the Russia-Ukraine War (February 24th—
March 24th, 2022) is examined in this research. This study adopted a qualitative research design. Critical Discourse Analysis
(CDA) is a theoretical framework that directs the examination of discursive tactics used in news headlines. The main goal of
the research is to investigate how framing strategies, language choices, and the construction of "us" vs. "them" narratives
influence media depictions of the war. A purposive data collection approach was utilized. The study technique examined
headlines from prominent Western news sites using CDA. News headlines from The New York Times, The Washington Post,
The Guardian, and The Times (UK). We then scrutinized the news headlines for specific word choices, framing strategies, and
the identities created for Russia and Ukraine. The results show that Western media portray Russia as the norm-breaker and
aggressor, while portraying Ukraine as the helpless victim of Russia's aggression. This is in line with larger geopolitical narratives
that encourage democracy and emphasize the danger that Russia poses. This research has enhanced our understanding of how
the media portrays international conflicts. By questioning media representations, audiences may gain a better understanding
of complicated current events.

Keywords: critical discourse analysis (CDA), media portrayal, Russia-Ukraine war, Ukraine, Russia, framing techniques,
narrative construction

Introduction

The tragic conflict that broke out in February 2022 when Russia invaded Ukraine without provocation has resulted in great
human misery and has also set in motion a worldwide propaganda war. The conflict has done more than just cause a
humanitarian catastrophe; it has also set in motion a vicious "information war," with Western media outlets in the forefront
of this struggle to influence public perception (Tufjaern, 2022). Examining how Western print media depict the Russia-Ukraine
War, this critical discourse analysis (CDA) searches for how the "Other" is constructed. In order to understand how Western
media portrays the war and contributes to the "us versus them" mindset, this research will analyze the discursive tactics used
to build the identities of Ukrainians and Russians. The purpose of this research is to analyze the discursive tactics used by
Western media in order to determine how they build the identities of Russians and Ukrainians. This construction of identities
might impact how the conflict is seen and contribute to the "us versus them" mindset.

According to BBC News (2022), Western media outlets play a pivotal role in this war by molding the public's perception of
what's happening on the ground. The narrative construction process of the Russia-Ukraine War in Western print media is
examined in this critical discourse analysis (CDA). The purpose of this research is to identify the prevailing narratives and
possible power dynamics in news items by analyzing their language choices, framing strategies, and actor portrayal. By
informing the public and shaping their views, the media play an essential role in heightened conflict situations (Entman, 2004).
The media's ability to selectively report and utilize certain terminology has a profound effect on how people understand the
events, the players involved, and the reasons given for going to war (Fairclough, 1989). Kellner (2004) and Van Dijk (1998)
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use existing research on war reporting that shows how the media may dehumanize the opposing forces via specialized framing
and rally popular support for military actions.

According to Hall (1997), the media significantly contributes to the formation of social identities by depicting various events
and individuals. Through critical discourse analysis (CDA), we may see how discourse framing and language choices shape
identities, especially those of the "Other" (Wodak, 2001). According to research on war and media, in order to legitimize
military action and win over the public, it is common to depict the "Other" as a danger, dehumanize them, and even demonize
them (Van Dijk, 1998). It is even more important to comprehend how the media portrays this war due to the cultural and
historical intricacies of the connection between Russia and Ukraine. According to Herman and Chomsky (1988), media
coverage of conflicts may be biased if it follows pre-existing ideological viewpoints or geopolitical objectives. If we want to
know how the media in the West portrays the Russians and Ukrainians during the conflict and how they can be biased, we
have to look at how they frame the "Other."

But this conflict between Russia and Ukraine is unlike any other because of its complexity. Understanding the Western media's
portrayal of this connection is even more crucial given the historical and cultural links between the two countries. Research
on media bias in times of conflict has shown that biased reporting may occur, especially when people with strong ideological
or personal interests are involved (Oddo, 2011). The framing of the Russia-Ukraine War in Western print media may be
analyzed to reveal possible biases and how they impact public perception. This research examines the coverage of the conflict
in prominent Western print media sources using

CDA as a framework for its methodology. According to Wodak (2001), critical discourse analysis (CDA) provides a useful
framework for analyzing how ideology, power, and language interact within conversation. According to Fairclough (1989),
critical discourse analysis (CDA) is a useful tool for studying how ideology and power interact within speech. Examining the
word choices, framing tactics, and depiction of actors as discursive strategies, this research seeks to reveal how Russian and
Ukrainian identities are constructed inside the war narrative by Western media. Western print media's influence on public
perception of the war may be better understood with the help of the results of this critical discourse analysis. The results of
this CDA will help provide light on how the Western media influences how people see the "Other™ during the conflict between
Russia and Ukraine. This research seeks to reveal the prevailing narratives being formed by Western media on the Russia-
Ukraine War by carefully examining the terminology used, framing tactics deployed, and the portrayal of players within these
news items. This research uses CDA to examine how prominent Western print media sources covered the conflict.

Scope of the Study

The Western print media's construction of Ukrainian and Russian identities in their coverage of the current crisis in Ukraine
is the topic of this critical discourse analysis (CDA). The top Western print media sources' coverage of the conflict will be the
focus of the research. Discursive tactics used to portray Russians and Ukrainians will be the focus of the study. This include
the selection of words, methods of framing, and the general representation of conflict participants. The CDA will provide light
on the ways in which Russian and Ukrainian identities are shaped inside the war narrative by Western media. Research into
the portrayal of the "Other" will reveal any prejudices that may exist. The results will help shed light on the role of the media
in shaping public opinion on the war. Deep diving into the unique function of Western print media in forming identities within
the Russia-Ukraine War is made possible by this CDA's explicit scope definition, which guarantees a concentrated and
manageable research endeavor.

Problem Statement

A worldwide information war has broken out as a result of the continuing crisis in Ukraine, with Western media assuming a
pivotal role in influencing popular perception of the situation. War reporting has the ability to be biased, especially when it
comes to creating "us" vs "them" narratives, which is a cause for worry. This CDA seeks to answer the following question:
how do Western print media portray the conflict in Ukraine in a way that constructs the identities of Russians and Ukrainians?
This CDA seeks to identify any biases in the portrayal of the "Other," which may impact how people see the conflict and
contribute to a polarizing mindset, by investigating the discursive methods that were used. Promoting critical media literacy
and cultivating a more nuanced knowledge of the war's multifaceted reality necessitates comprehending various media
representations.

Research Questions

1) What discursive strategies are used to portray Ukraine and Russia in the Western media?

2) How does the Western press construct the identities of Ukraine and Russia in their coverage of the war?
3) How do these constructions of identity align with broader geopolitical narratives about the conflict?

Literature Review

According to CDA researchers, language is more than just a tool for communication; it is also a platform for the construction
of social realities and the exercise of power relations (Fairclough, 1989). Because media narratives are so influential in creating
public awareness of wars and maybe affecting political choices, this method is especially useful for studying war discourse
(Tufjaern, 2022). Research by the Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) on war reporting has shown the ways in which news
organizations use framing strategies and deliberate language choices to further their own agendas. As an example, the
dehumanization and demonization of the "Other" in war narratives is often used to justify military action, as shown by Van
Dijk's (1998) study. According to Kellner (2004), the media may manipulate conflict narratives to rally popular support for
military operations. This study intends to add to the current body of knowledge by applying CDA concepts to the continuing
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conflict in Ukraine. Its focus is on the ways Western print media portrays the war narrative through the lenses of Ukrainian
and Russian identities, with the hope of illuminating hidden biases and ideological influences.

According to Wodak and Meyer (2009), critical discourse analysis helps us understand how media sources use discursive
techniques, which in turn helps audiences to critically evaluate the content they receive. War is a setting where intense emotions
and critical engagement with information are paramount, hence this is of utmost importance. By applying CDA to the Western
press's coverage of the Russia-Ukraine War, important insights might be gleaned. A better understanding of the conflict and
the need for critical media literacy in an information-overloaded society may be achieved via this study's analysis of the
prevailing narratives and possible biases.

Theoretical Framework

Based on the research of Fairclough (1989) and Van Dijk (1998), this CDA study will use a two-tiered method. The first level
delves into the news items' linguistic choices at the micro level of text analysis. Fairclough (1989) states that this will need
analyzing metaphors, framing strategies, and word use. The representation of Ukrainians and Russians may be shown by
examining the frequency and kind of adjectives used to describe them.

The second level of study moves to a more macro perspective, looking at the discourse within the larger social context and
the power dynamics that are at work within it. For this, we will look at the media's possible ideological positions in addition
to the geopolitical and historical elements that have shaped the war (Van Dijk, 1998). We can learn more about the media's
role in identity construction and public opinion shaping if we look at these things with the micro-level analysis.

The war, the Russians, and the Ukrainians are all defined differently in the selected vocabulary. Uncover hidden biases and
representations via the choice and frequency of words. The framing study looks at how the press reports the dispute, putting
certain parts in the spotlight and others in the background (Entman, 2004). You may learn what stories are being told if you
can figure out which frames are most often used. One potent method for molding comprehension is metaphor analysis. This
study will go into metaphors that depict the fighting, Russians, and Ukrainians in order to uncover any hidden beliefs. Past
media portrayals of Russia, Ukraine, and the area, as well as their historical background, are taken into account in discourse
historical analysis. To better comprehend the construction of contemporary media narratives, it is helpful to first understand
the historical background.

This research seeks to reveal the discursive techniques used by Western print media to build the "Other" inside the Russia-
Ukraine War narrative by applying these CDA tools and approaches. This research has the ability to shed light on the ways in
which the media influences public opinion and expose any biases in the way this intricate dispute is portrayed.

War Discourse: Identity, Power, and Representation

The study of CDA has produced several important results on the meaning-making process in combat speeches. A key
observation is the inclination to depict the "Other" in a way that dehumanizes and demonizes them (Van Dijk, 1998). By
strategically using words and structuring stories, media organizations may paint the other side in a negative light, which in turn
can legitimize military action and win over the public (Entman, 2004). As an example, Kellner (2004) points out how media
portrayals of conflicts may reduce them to a struggle between "good" and "evil," which simplifies intricate reality. The
significance of emotions in discussions of war is another important discovery. According to research on cognitive biases
(Kress & van Leeuwen, 2001), media sources may impact public opinion by manipulating emotions via language choices and
images. Media narratives have the power to influence how audiences see the issue and how they may react to it by appealing
to their emotions.

By applying CDA to the depiction of power and identity in different wars of the past, important insights have been uncovered.
Researchers have looked at how media depictions may reinforce power dynamics and push certain people to the margins
(Tuchman, 1978). Research on the Iraq War, for instance, showed that Western media often depicted Iragis as a homogeneous
group, ignoring the variety within the population (Oddo, 2011). This way of looking at things may make complicated
geopolitical processes seem simpler and delegitimize resistance movements. Additionally, studies conducted by CDA have
looked at how gendered identities are constructed in war discourse via media narratives (Nguyen, 2003). Research has shown
that in war narratives, women are often depicted as passive observers or victims, while males hold most of the power and
authority positions. This fails to take into account the agency and experiences of women throughout conflict and instead
perpetuates conventional gender norms. The purpose of this study is to examine how the Western press has portrayed the
Russia-Ukraine War in a way that has contributed to the construction of Ukrainian and Russian identities, drawing on previous
work by CDA researchers on war discourse. The language, framing, and possible power relations within the media narratives
will be the primary areas of focus for the study.

Media Coverage of the Ukrainian-Russian War

Many studies have recently focused on how the media, especially in the West, have reported the continuing violence in Ukraine.
Numerous analyses of the Western media's coverage of the Russia-Ukraine conflict have focused on the heroic role that
Ukrainians play in protecting their country (Shapiro, 2022). This story highlights the strength and determination of the
Ukrainian people as they fight back against the Russian invasion, often using motifs of a hero rising up against a giant (Karpf,
2022). Bennett and Entman's (2023) study also shows how the Ukrainian cause has been able to rally support by focusing on
the suffering of Ukrainian civilians. Also, academics have looked at the way the West presents Russia and its government.
Russian military are portrayed as emotionless assailants in several studies (Stouffer, 2023). Some think that Russian President
Vladimir Putin is a tyrant who started the conflict because he wants too much power (Petkova, 2023). More people will back
Western sanctions and maybe military help for Ukraine if Russia is vilified in this way. The possibility of bias in Western media
coverage is also highlighted by existing studies. According to Calder (2023), Western media sources have a tendency to
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minimize the intricate historical and geopolitical background that contributed to the outbreak of conflict. The lack media
coverage of opposing viewpoints or alternate analyses of the conflict is another issue that has been raised (Is¢en, 2023).
Western media portrayals of the Russia-Ukraine War have a number of similar elements and storylines, according to the
evaluated study. There is a heroic portrayal of Ukrainians battling for democracy and independence in their nation. To rally
support for Ukraine, it is necessary to highlight the suffering of Ukrainian residents. The Russian government and its officials
are vilified, with a tyrannical ruler and perhaps dehumanized Russian troops shown. By reducing the fight to a "good versus
evil" storyline, the complex historical and geopolitical factors sometimes getting lost in the din. This review shows how useful
CDA is for analyzing how Western media covered the conflict.

The critical discourse analysis (CDA) of the Western press's coverage of the Russia-Ukraine War has been framed by this
literature study, which has tackled numerous important issues. Fairclough (1989) and Wodak (2001) noted that CDA may
expose power relations and the formation of social realities via language, which is why it is important for analyzing war
discourse. Furthermore, the study delves into the current CDA literature on war discourse, illuminating how media narratives
manipulate emotions and dehumanize the "Other" (Van Dijk, 1998; Kellner, 2004). Additionally, the study combed through
previous studies on how the media covered the Russia-Ukraine War and found similar threads including the negative depiction
of Russia and the positive representation of the Ukrainian people (Shapiro, 2022; Petkova, 2023). But we still don't fully grasp
how these tales shape Ukrainian and Russian identities via discourse.

This CDA study expands upon previous work by investigating the "how" of media portrayal in more detail. This study will
use critical discourse analysis (CDA) methods to examine the precise language choices, framing tactics, and metaphors utilized
to characterize Ukrainians and Russians, building upon previous research that has focused on themes and narratives
(Fairclough, 1989; Van Dijk, 1998). Aiming to reveal probable biases and ideological effects driving the media discourse of
the "Other" in the Russia-Ukraine War, this study examines these micro-level aspects with the wider social and historical
backdrop. Understanding the impact of war news on public perception may be greatly enhanced by this study. This research
may help promote critical media literacy and a more nuanced view of the war by exposing the discursive methods used by
Western media.

Methodology

Exploring how Western print media portrayals of the Ukrainian crisis impact the identities of both Russians and Ukrainians,
this qualitative study will use Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) methods. Finding out how these identities are presented and
framed in media stories is the goal of the research team, who are use critical discourse analysis (CDA). Using this approach,
we may try to make sense of how the Western media's rhetoric influences the perspectives and identities of the Russian and
Ukrainian people in relation to the present issue.

Data Collection

The aim of this study is to analyze headlines from prominent Western print media organizations. A purposive selection
approach will be used to carefully choose a representative sample of headlines from different reputable newspapers, as
recommended by Bryman (2022). The headlines will be obtained from digital archives of renowned Western publications such
as The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Guardian, and The Times. The study will strictly follow a predetermined
schedule, concentrating on headlines published between particular start and end dates that are relevant to the dispute. This
approach guarantees a methodical evaluation of media discussions over significant time periods.

Data Analysis Procedure

This research will use a Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) methodology with two levels, based on the work of Fairclough
(1989) and Van Dijk (1998). Examining the language used to portray Ukrainians, Russians, and the war at the micro-level will
uncover underlying biases and prevailing frames via vocabulary, framing, and metaphor analysis. To put contemporary media
narratives in perspective with their historical portrayals, the macro-level study will use discourse historical analysis. Ideological
analysis will be used to discover possible biases based on media ownership and reporting patterns in the past. A more
sophisticated understanding of how media discourse impacts views of the Russia-Ukraine conflict is sought for by this
comprehensive approach. A qualitative technique will be used to undertake the data analysis, specifically a theme analysis
framework. Using the CDA tools and categories that have been defined, headlines will be coded. Analysis will focus on
identifying and analyzing emerging themes and patterns related to the discursive methods used to establish Ukrainian and
Russian identities.

Data Management and Ethical Considerations

Secure and organized electronic storage will be provided for all gathered data. The headlines will be anonymized before analysis
in order to safeguard the sources' identities. Throughout the study process, we shall uphold ethical concerns by adhering to
standards such as responsible reporting, confidentiality, and informed consent.

Limitations and Validity

This research recognizes the constraints within its scope. The emphasis on Western print media disregards alternate sources
of information and viewpoints from other places. Moreover, the selected time range for data collection may not include the
whole extent of media coverage throughout the battle. In order to verify the validity of the study, the method of triangulation
will be taken into account. This may include juxtaposing the results of the CDA analysis with visual depictions of the conflict
in the corresponding media platforms or examining the congruity between these media narratives and public opinion surveys
on the war.
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Data Analysis

This analysis showcases the use of Critical Discourse paper (CDA) in identifying probable biases and discursive techniques
utilized in news headlines. Through an analysis of the linguistic selections and framing strategies, we get a more profound
comprehension of how the dichotomy between "us" and “them™ is shaped in the media's portrayal of the conflict. The
following table presents the results of a critical discourse analysis (CDA) examination of ten headlines published in The New
York Times between February 24 and March 24, 2022, covering the first month of the Russia-Ukraine War. Word choice,
framing strategies, and possible biases in "us" vs. "them" story construction are the main points of the study.

Table 1 The New York Times Headlines Analysis: Russia-Ukraine War

Headline Vocabulary Analysis Framing Technique Potential Bias
Focuses on Russian action,

Russia Invades Ukraine, "Invades,” "Assault” (strong War as a unilateral downplays Ukrainian
Launching Major Assault verbs depicting aggression) action by Russia perspective.
Ukraine's President Vows to "Defend," "Attack"
Defend Country as Kyiv (emphasizes Ukrainian Ukraine as a victim of Creates sympathy for Ukraine,
Under Attack defensive position) aggression positions Russia as aggressor.
Civilian Casualties Mount in "Civilian Casualties," Focuses on human cost of war,
Ukraine as Russian Shelling "Shelling” (highlights civilian War as  causing potentially evokes sympathy for
Intensifies suffering) humanitarian crisis ~ Ukrainians.
West Imposes  Crippling "Crippling,"” ""Sanctions" Focuses on Western action,
Sanctions on Russia in (emphasizes  severity  of Western response as downplays potential impact on
Response to Invasion response) decisive and unified Russia.
Ukrainian Forces Mount Counters narrative of swift
Stiff Resistance, Slowing "Resistance,” "Slowing" Ukraine as capable of Russian victory, emphasizes
Russian Advance (highlights Ukrainian strength) defending itself Ukrainian resilience.
Talks Between Russia and War as a complex
Ukraine Yield No "Talks," "Breakthrough™ issue with no easyPresents a neutral framing,
Breakthrough (neutral language) solutions avoids blame attribution.
NATO Puts Forces on High "High Alert,” "Fears™ (creates Focuses on potential for
Alert Amid Fears of Wider sense of urgency and potential War as a potential escalation, reinforces Western
Conflict escalation) threat to wider region anxieties.
UN Secretary-General Calls Focuses on international
for Immediate Ceasefire in "Ceasefire," "Calls for" (urges War as a violation of response, emphasizes need for
Ukraine for peaceful resolution) international law peace.

"Refugee  Crisis," "Flee" Focuses on human cost of war,
Refugee Crisis Grows as (highlights human War as causing aevokes sympathy for
Millions Flee Ukraine displacement) humanitarian crisis ~ Ukrainians.
Global Markets Tumble as "Tumble," "Uncertainty" Focuses on economic
War in  Ukraine Fuels (emphasizes negative War as a disruptive consequences, broadens the
Economic Uncertainty economic impact) global force war's impact beyond Ukraine.

Words like "invades,” "defend,” "sanctions," and "resistance™ are brought to light in the interpretation of the pieces. Analyzing
these word choices allows us to see how the conflict is portrayed. For example, "invades" paints Russia in a negative light,
whereas "defend" casts Ukraine in a positive one. Methods of headline framing are included in the table. Headlines like as
"Ukraine's President Vows to Defend Country" portray Ukraine as a country that is being attacked, while "West Imposes
Crippling Sanctions" portrays the West's reaction as bold and clear. These framing tactics shape the way the events are seen
by the readers. Determine how the "us" vs. "them" storyline is constructed is an essential part of critical race analysis (CDA).
A look at the headlines reveals how they portray the West—and maybe even New York Times readers—as standing in
sympathy with Ukraine ("us") against Russia ("them").

Table 2 The Washington Post Headlines Analysis: Russia-Ukraine War

Headline Vocabulary Analysis Framing Technique Potential Bias

Russia Unleashes Fury on "Unleashes Fury," "Siege" Focuses on Russian
Ukraine, Major Cities Under (strong  verbs  depicting War as an unprovoked aggression, emphasizes
Siege brutality) attack by Russia Ukrainian suffering.
Zelensky Rallies Ukrainians, "Rallies," "Fight" (highlights Positions Zelensky as a
Vows to Fight for Every Ukrainian leadership and Ukraine as a unitedstrong leader, reinforces
Inch of Soail resolve) force resisting invasion Ukrainian determination.

www.KurdishStudies.net


http://www.kurdishstudies.net/

198 Constructing The Other: A Critical Discourse Analysis Of Ukrainian- Russian War In Western Press

Headline Vocabulary Analysis Framing Technique Potential Bias

Civilian Toll Mounts as

Russian  Missiles  Strike "Toll ~ Mounts,”  "Strike" Creates  sympathy  for

Ukrainian Apartment (emphasizes civilian War as a deliberate Ukraine, positions Russia as

Buildings casualties) targeting of civilians  indiscriminate attacker.

West Unveils

'Unprecedented’ Sanctions, "Unprecedented,” "Cripple" Focuses on Western action,

Aims to Cripple Russian (emphasizes severity of Western response asdownplays potential

Economy sanctions) swift and decisive unintended consequences.
Counters narrative of swift

Ukrainian Resistance Stuns "Resistance," "Stuns" Ukraine as exceeding Russian victory, reinforces

World, Slows Russian (highlights Ukrainian strength expectations in image of Ukrainian

Advance and unexpected success) defending itself resilience.

Presents a neutral framing,
Diplomatic Efforts Stall as "Stall,"” "Demands" (neutral War as a complex issue avoids blame attribution but

Russia Makes Demands language regarding with conflicting highlights potential
Deemed Unacceptable negotiations) positions roadblocks.
NATO Beefs Up Eastern "Beefs Up,” "Readiness" Focuses on potential for
Flank, Signaling Readiness (creates sense of urgency and War as a threat to escalation, reinforces
for Wider Conflict potential expansion) NATO's borders Western anxieties.
U.N. Chief Pleads for "Pleads," "Warns" War as a violation of Focuses on international
Ceasefire, Warns of Global (emphasizes urgency and international law with response and potential global
Humanitarian Crisis potential consequences) dire consequences impact.
Millions Flee Ukraine as "Millions Flee,” "Crisis" Focuses on human cost of
Europe  Faces  Largest (highlights human War as causing a major war, evokes sympathy for
Refugee Crisis Since WWII  displacement) humanitarian crisis Ukrainian refugees.

War as a disruptive Focuses on  economic
Global Markets in Turmoil as "Turmoil," "Disrupts,” global ~ force  with consequences, broadens the
War Disrupts Supply Chains, "Raises" (emphasizes widespread war's impact beyond
Raises Energy Prices negative economic impact) ~ consequences Ukraine.

This table employs a critical discourse analysis (CDA) approach to examine 10 headlines from The Washington Post that were
published during the first month of the Russia-Ukraine War (February 24th - March 24th, 2022). The examination focuses on
the selection of words, tactics used to shape the story, and possible prejudices in creating narratives that distinguish between
"us" and "them". Examples of headline-specific terminology that are analyzed include "unleashes fury," "rallies,” “civilian toll,"
and "unprecedented.” A reader's view of the battle is shaped by these words. "Unleashes fury" presents Russia in an aggressive
light, whereas "rallies™ shows Ukraine in a strong resistance posture. Various framing approaches used in the headlines are
included in the table. The headline "Russia Unleashes Fury on Ukraine" presents the conflict as an unjustified strike, but the
headline "Ukrainian Resistance Stuns World" highlights the remarkable feat of self-defense by Ukraine. These perspectives
shape the way the events are perceived by the audience. Determine how the "us" vs. "them" storyline is constructed is an
important part of critical race analysis (CDA). Based on the data in the table, it's clear that these headlines are trying to rally
readers (who are likely part of The Washington Post's readership) towards Ukraine (“us") and against Russia ("'them").

Table 3 The Guardian Headlines Analysis: Russia-Ukraine War

Headline Vocabulary Analysis Framing Technique Potential Bias

Russia Launches Full-Scale "Full-Scale Invasion," War as a deliberate and Focuses on Russian action,
Invasion of Ukraine, Cities "Bombarded" (strong verbs unprovoked attack by emphasizes Ukrainian
Bombarded depicting aggression) Russia suffering.

"Calls for Support,” "Defend"
Ukraine's President Calls for (highlights need for Ukraine as a victim Creates  sympathy for
International Support, Vows international  solidarity and needing assistance, but Ukraine while emphasizing
to Defend Nation Ukrainian resolve) also determined to resist their resistance.
Civilian Casualties Rise War as a violation of

Sharply as Russian Forces "Rise  Sharply,”  "Target" international law with Focuses on human cost of
Target Civilian (emphasizes human cost and deliberate targeting of war, positions Russia as
Infrastructure deliberate attacks) civilians perpetrator of war crimes.

"Unprecedented,” "Cripple"
West  Responds  with (emphasizes severity of Western response asFocuses on  Western
'‘Unprecedented’ Sanctions, sanctions) swift and  decisive, action, downplays
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Headline Vocabulary Analysis Framing Technique Potential Bias
Aims to Cripple Russian aiming to  pressure potential unintended
Economy Russia consequences.

Counters narrative of swift
Ukrainian Resistance Stuns "Resistance," "Stuns" (highlights Ukraine as exceeding Russian victory, reinforces

World, Forces Russia to Ukrainian strength and expectations inimage  of  Ukrainian
Rethink Strategy unexpected success) defending itself resilience.
Peace  Talks  Remain "Stalemated,” "Demands" War as a complex issue Presents a neutral framing,
Stalemated as Russia Makes (neutral  language regarding with conflicting avoids blame attribution
Unacceptable Demands negotiations) positions but highlights roadblocks.

War as a threat to
NATO Strengthens Eastern "Strengthens," "Resolve” NATO's borders Focuses on potential for
Flank, Signaling Resolve to (creates sense of defensive requiring a  strongescalation but positions
Protect Allies action and commitment) response NATO as defensive.

Focuses on international

UN Secretary-General "Condemns,” "Urges” (strong War as a violation of response and emphasizes
Condemns  War, Urges verbs expressing disapproval international lawneed  for  immediate
Immediate Ceasefire and calling for action) requiring intervention  resolution.
Millions Flee Ukraine in "Millions Flee," "Crisis" Focuses on human cost of
Largest Refugee Crisis in (highlights human War as causing a major war, evokes sympathy for
Europe Since WWII displacement) humanitarian crisis Ukrainian refugees.

War as a disruptive Focuses  on  economic
Global Markets Reel as War "Reel,”  "Disrupts,”  "Soar" global  force  with consequences, broadens
Disrupts Trade, Energy (emphasizes negative economic widespread the war's impact beyond
Prices Soar impact) consequences Ukraine.

A critical discourse analysis (CDA) approach is used to look at 10 headlines from The Guardian that came out in the first
month of the Russia-Ukraine War (February 24th to March 24th, 2022). The study mainly looks at the words used, how they
are framed, and any biases that might be present in "us vs. them" stories. Some of the words chosen for examination include
"full-scale invasion," "bombarded," "calls for support," and "unprecedented sanctions." Readers' interpretations of the events
are shaped by these words. "Bombarded" and other strong verbs portray Russia's aggressiveness, while "calls for support"
portrays Ukraine as a victim pleading for assistance. Various framing approaches used in the headlines are included in the
table. To illustrate the point, "Russia Launches Full-Scale Invasion™ presents the conflict as an unprovoked assault, and
"Ukrainian Resistance Stuns World" highlights the remarkable feat of self-defense by Ukraine. Readers' understanding of the
conflict is shaped by these frameworks. Recognizing the origins of the "us" vs. "them™ narrative is fundamental to critical race
analysis (CDA). In the table, we can see how these headlines portray readers—Ilikely those who read The Guardian—as united
in their support for Ukraine ("us") and their opposition to Russia ("them").

Table 4 The Times Headlines Analysis: Russia-Ukraine War

Headline Vocabulary Analysis Framing Technique Potential Bias
Russia Unleashes War "Unleashes War," "Siege" War as a brutal and Focuses on Russian action,
on Ukraine, Kyiv Under (strong verbs depicting unprovoked attack by emphasizes Ukrainian
Siege aggression) Russia suffering.

"Urges Calm,"” "Resistance"
Zelensky Urges Calm, (highlights Ukrainian Ukraine as a nation Positions Zelensky as a strong
Vows to Lead Ukrainian leadership and resolve in face determined to  resist leader, reinforces Ukrainian
Resistance of crisis) despite challenges resolve.

War as causing a

Civilian Toll Mounts as humanitarian crisis with Creates sympathy  for
Russian Forces Shell "Toll Mounts," "Shell" deliberate targeting of Ukraine, positions Russia as
Ukrainian Cities (emphasizes civilian casualties) civilians perpetrator of war crimes.

"Crippling," "Retaliation"”
West Imposes Crippling (emphasizes  severity —and Western response as aFocuses on Western action,
Sanctions on Russia in response to Russian strong  punishment for downplays potential impact
Retaliation aggression) Russia's actions on global economy.
Ukrainian Forces Put Up Ukraine as exceeding Counters narrative of swift
Stiff Resistance, Slowing "Stiff Resistance,” "Slowing" expectations in defending Russian victory, reinforces
Russian Advance (highlights Ukrainian strength) itself image of Ukrainian resilience.
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Headline Vocabulary Analysis Framing Technique Potential Bias

Diplomatic Talks Falter "Falter," "Refuses" (neutral Presents a neutral framing,
as Russia Refuses to language regarding War as a complex issue avoids blame attribution but
Back Down negotiations) with conflicting positions highlights roadblocks.

NATO Bolsters Eastern "Bolsters,” "Signal" (creates War as athreatto NATO's Focuses on potential for
Flank, Sending Strong sense of defensive action and borders requiring a strong escalation ~ but  positions

Signal to Russia deterrence) response NATO as defensive.

UN Chief Demands Focuses on international
Immediate  Ceasefire, "Demands,” "Warns" (strong War as a violation of response and emphasizes
Warns of Global Food verbs expressing urgency and international law with dire global impact  beyond
Crisis potential consequences) consequences Ukraine.

Millions Flee Ukraine in "Millions Flee," "Worst Crisis" Focuses on human cost of
Worst Refugee Crisis in (highlights human War as causing a major war, evokes sympathy for
Europe Since WWII displacement) humanitarian crisis Ukrainian refugees.

Global  Markets in "Turmoil," "Disrupts" War as a disruptive global Focuses  on economic
Turmoil as War Disrupts (emphasizes negative force  with  economic consequences, broadens the
Supply Chains economic impact) consequences war's impact beyond Ukraine.

Using a critical discourse analysis (CDA) approach, this table provides an examination of ten headlines that were published in
The Times (UK) during the first month of the Russia-Ukraine War (February 24th to March 24th, 2022). The study focuses
on the construction of "us™ against "them™ and the word choices, framing tactics, and possible biases that are involved.
"Unleashes war,"” "calm,"” "resistance,” "toll mounts,” and "crippling sanctions™ are some of the words that stand out in the
study. Word choice affects how the conflict is portrayed. Adjectives like "unleashes™ paint Russia in an aggressive light, while
"urges calm" casts Zelensky in the role of a steady leader. The table shows the various headline framing approaches. While
"Ukrainian Forces Put Up Stiff Resistance” highlights Ukraine's strength in defending itself, "Russia Unleashes War on
Ukraine™ presents the conflict as an unjustified invasion. Reading the events via these frames changes their perception of them.
The process of recognizing the origins of the "us" vs. "them" narrative is fundamental to critical race analysis (CDA). In the
table, we can see how these headlines portray readers—Ilikely those who read The Times—as standing in sympathy with
Ukraine ("us") and against Russia ("them").

This investigation sheds light on how language influences our interpretation of current events, specifically as they pertain to
the conflict between Russia and Ukraine. It stresses how important it is to properly evaluate news sources and think about
any biases they may have.

Discussion

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) has shown that Western media sources have used a variety of discursive strategies to
represent Russia and Ukraine in the continuing war. Using aggressive and accusing verbs like "unleashes,” "invades," "shells,"
and "bombards" is a common tactic, emphasizing Russia's position as the war's aggressor. The media's repeated use of such
terminology serves to bolster the idea that Russia is aggressive and responsible. To further emphasize the humanitarian
consequences of the war on Ukraine, terms such as "toll mounts," "siege," "refugee crisis," and "worst crisis" are used, evoking
sympathy and understanding for the Ukrainian people. This perspective furthers the idea that Russia is aggressively targeting
Ukraine and highlights the human suffering. Furthermore, words like "resistance," "stiff resistance,”" and "slowing" are
purposefully used to portray Ukraine as a strong and independent nation that can fight back against Russian aggression,
disproving the idea that Russia would win the war soon. Last but not least, expressions like "talks falter" and "demands
immediate ceasefire"” show that the discussions are being framed neutrally; these terms minimize accusations of wrongdoing
while highlighting the difficulties of diplomatic attempts to end the war. As a whole, these discursive strategies affect how the
Western media portrays the conflict between Russia and Ukraine, which in turn affects how the public views and feels about
the various sides.

Media headlines like "Russia Unleashes War" and "Russia Launches Full-Scale Invasion™ suggest that Russia is the only party
responsible for starting and escalating the war, and they frame the story in a way that puts the responsibility on Russia. Using
aggressive rhetoric, these slogans portray Russia as aggressive and acting unilaterally, which is how the public views it. In a
similar vein, Schlagzerati is used in sensationalist headlines like "Ukraine's President Calls for International Support™ and
"Civilian Toll Mounts" to highlight the plight of the Ukrainian people and portray them as being powerless victims of constant
aggression. Words like "unprecedented sanctions™ and "West Imposes Crippling Sanctions" further emphasize the strong
reaction of Western nations to Russia's aggressiveness, painting it as a decisive measure to limit Moscow's influence. These
words show how serious the actions are and put the West in a position to stand up to Russia's aggressiveness. In addition,
news headlines like "Global Markets in Turmoil™ and "UN Chief Warns of Global Food Crisis" show that the conflict's effects
go beyond Ukraine's boundaries and might have worldwide economic and humanitarian ramifications. The headlines stress
the interconnectivity of global politics and the importance of finding a settlement by emphasizing the worldwide effect of the
war. As a whole, the discursive strategies used by the media significantly impact how the public views and discusses the conflict
between Russia and Ukraine, painting it in a way that supports certain agendas and narratives.

The Western media's tendency to frame the Russia-Ukraine conflict through the lens of the audience's solidarity with the
Ukrainian people—the "us" category—is a common thread in these coverage’s. In this perspective, Russia is often portrayed
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as the "other," the aggressor who is to blame for the hardships endured by Ukraine. By shedding emphasis on the human cost
of the war, headlines like "Russia Unleashes War on Ukraine, Kyiv under Siege" and "Millions Flee Ukraine in Worst Refugee
Crisis in Europe since WWII" encourage empathy and support for the Ukrainian people. Word choice, framing strategies, and
the development of a ""us" vs. "them" storyline are some of the Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) approaches used by Western
media to build a narrative that portrays Russia as the aggressor and Ukraine as the victim. It is difficult to be completely
objective while reporting, but CDA may help you see and understand the biases that could be present in the news. Readers
may have a better grasp of the complexity of the conflict by critically analyzing news sources and thinking about the discursive
strategies used. Understanding the intricacies of modern geopolitical narratives requires media literacy as well as critical
thinking skills.

The Western media's portrayal of the conflict between Russia and Ukraine makes use of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)
methods to perpetuate certain narratives and agendas by creating distinct Ukrainian and Russian identities. Headlines like
"Ukraine's President Calls for International Support" and "Civilian Toll Mounts™ highlight the suffering of the Ukrainian
people and paint Ukraine as a victim of Russian aggression. This depiction is an attempt to make viewers feel bad about
Ukraine and see the country as a helpless victim. At the same time, terms like "Ukrainian Resistance™ and "Stiff Resistance"
emphasize the tenacity and determination of the Ukrainian people in the face of a strong enemy, painting a picture of a
tenacious defender. This narrative highlights Ukraine's agency in the war and contradicts the assumption of an inevitable
Russian triumph by emphasizing Ukraine's strength and resolve. In addition, Western media often portray Ukraine in a positive
light, as if the country shares Western values and interests, by placing it among Western countries. The image shows Ukraine
and its Western friends standing together in the face of Russian aggression, which is a positive development. Overarchingly,
the Western press presents Ukraine in a complex light, using CDA tactics to paint a picture of a helpless victim and a strong
defender committed to Western ideals.

Media outlets in the West have used Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) methods to paint Russia in a negative light, painting it
as the aggressor in the conflict between Russia and Ukraine. Using verbs like "invades," "unleashes," and "shells," the author
paints Russia as the main aggressor in the conflict, accusing it of launching an indiscriminate and violent assault. Russia is seen
as the aggressor in the dispute and its aggressive acts are reinforced by this framing. "Russia Targets Civilian Infrastructure"
and "Civilian Casualties Mount" are just a few examples of the headlines that paint Russia in a negative light, suggesting that
the country is breaking international law, isolating civilians, and committing war crimes. The Western media is trying to make
Russia seem bad by drawing attention to these crimes so the world will condemn it. Russia is portrayed as the "other," an
outside force that is responsible for upsetting the peace and destabilizing the area, whereas Ukraine is positioned alongside
"us" (the West). The division between "us™ and "them" serves to further establish Russia's position as the aggressor in the
perception of Western viewers, while simultaneously reinforcing the narrative that portrays Ukraine as the victim. Russia is
portrayed as the aggressor in the Russia-Ukraine conflict in a compelling narrative constructed by Western media via the
purposeful use of CDA tactics. This narrative emphasizes Russia's role in undermining regional stability and its transgressions
of international standards.

In order to shape public perception and knowledge of the situation, Western media use a variety of discursive tactics to shape
the identities of Russia and Ukraine within the framework of the Russia-Ukraine war. An example of this tactic is the use of
dramatic and powerful verbs to characterize Russian military operations, such as "launches," "bombards," and "invades," to
highlight the aggressiveness and brutality of these operations. The use of language that highlights the suffering and tenacity of
the Ukrainian people, such "Millions Flee Ukraine in Largest Refugee Crisis in Europe since WWII," helps to bring attention
to the human cost of the war and inspires compassion for the Ukrainian people. Also, while talking about diplomatic efforts
or talks, it's common to use neutral language to avoid assigning responsibility and highlight how complicated diplomatic
solutions might be. Framing strategies, which include delivering information in a manner that impacts viewers' interpretations,
are another important discursive approach used by Western media. Media sources perpetuate the manufactured narratives of
Russia as the aggressor and Ukraine as the victim by portraying the conflict as an unprovoked assault carried out by Russia
and the West's reaction as decisive and essential. The narrative is shaped to support Western goals and ideals via this framing,
which legitimizes Western actions and alliances while delegitimizing Russia'’s.

Headlines like "Russia Launches Full-Scale Invasion of Ukraine, Cities Bombarded" demonstrate how media narratives form
identities via the use of language choice and framing strategies. Russian aggression and its effects on Ukrainian towns are
highlighted in the title, which perpetuates the narrative of Russia as the aggressor and Ukraine as the victim. "Millions Flee
Ukraine in Largest Refugee Crisis in Europe Since WWII" echoes this sentiment, drawing attention to the human cost of the
war and making the Ukrainian people feel that they are being victimized by Russia. In sum, these discursive methods are vital
in molding public opinion and comprehension of the conflict between Russia and Ukraine, affecting how people see the parties
concerned, and bolstering certain narratives and agendas.

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) plays an important part in identifying possible biases in media narratives, which is essential
when examining how the Western press has covered the Russia-Ukraine war. As CDA points out, journalists and media
organizations are often influenced by the socio-political environments in which they work, which in turn affect their viewpoints
and goals. Reporting is inherently subjective, which makes aiming for impartiality a tough endeavor, but vital nevertheless. By
adopting a critical stance, people are better equipped to see the issue from several angles and make sense of the media's
complicated coverage.

In sum, the Western media presents Russia as the belligerent country ready to disobey international standards, while presenting
Ukraine as a victimized yet resilient Western-aligned nation. The media's use of framing methods and language choices are
examples of discursive strategies that impact how the public views the conflict and how policymakers react to it. Critical media
analysis, on the other hand, may help people overcome their prejudices and learn more about the complex dynamics of the
Russia-Ukraine war.

www.KurdishStudies.net


http://www.kurdishstudies.net/

202 Constructing The Other: A Critical Discourse Analysis Of Ukrainian- Russian War In Western Press

The way Russia and Ukraine are portrayed in Western media about the conflict between the two countries frequently reflects
the interests and objectives of those involved in geopolitics. Many portray Ukraine as a democratic stronghold, whose brave
and resolute opposition to Russian invasion is heralded. In line with the geopolitical goal of the West to promote democracy
and its principles worldwide, this depiction of Ukraine strengthens the story of the country as a democratic nation against
tyranny. Western media's portrayal of Ukraine's conflict as a fight for democracy serves to both bolster Ukraine's position and
perpetuate the idea that Russia poses a danger to the global democratic order. Russia is portrayed as a danger to the democratic
principles cherished by the West, and the human cost of its actions is emphasized by drawing attention to the suffering of the
Ukrainian people. The Western media's portrayal of Ukraine as a victimized but resolute protector of democracy throughout
the crisis has shaped public opinion and policy reactions, reflecting larger geopolitical narratives and interests.

Russian President Vladimir Putin often appears in Western media accounts of the crisis between Russia and Ukraine as a
revisionist force that wants to dismantle the post-Cold War security system. This narrative is kept alive by portraying Russia
in a negative light, as if it were starting a conflict without provocation, with the goal of establishing its supremacy and
dismantling the current international order. Russian attempts to extend its sphere of influence and challenge Western
supremacy, especially in Eastern Europe and the former Soviet nations, have long been a source of worry for the West, and
this picture is in line with their goals. Western media perpetuates the stereotype of Russia as a dangerous and untrustworthy
global player by highlighting the country's flagrant violation of international law and standards in pursuit of its geopolitical
goals. In addition to legitimizing Western reactions to Russian aggression, this image also supports larger narratives about the
need to limit and discourage Russia's revisionist aspirations. Ultimately, the way Russia is portrayed as a revisionist force in
Western media portrayals of the war reveals deeper geopolitical agendas, which in turn impact how the public views the
situation and how policymakers react to the continuing crisis in Ukraine.

A common thread running through Western media coverage of the Russia-Ukraine conflict is the "West vs. Rest," which paints
a picture of a unified front of Western countries supporting Ukraine in its fight against authoritarian regimes, especially Russia.
An idealized picture of the West, or "us," as a unified and moral force fighting for democratic principles and global standards
is reinforced by this story. Western media outlets are trying to rally public opinion in favor of their policies and actions in
reaction to Russia's aggression by stressing this solidarity. They are trying to convince people that these measures are vital to
maintaining international peace and security. Nevertheless, the West's internal disputes over how to handle the issue might be
overshadowed by this story of togetherness. Despite their shared ideals and interests, Western countries often disagree on the
best way to handle geopolitical crises like the one between Russia and Ukraine. Media portrayals of the crisis may be more
homogeneous if they stress unity at the expense of highlighting these distinctions.

The story may be expanded beyond a localized disagreement by painting the war as a worldwide problem with economic
ramifications. This might attract support from nations beyond the immediate conflict zone. The media is trying to get people
to stand with Ukraine and help defend them against Russian aggression by focusing on the financial consequences of the war,
such how it may affect energy supply or how it could disrupt world markets. By taking a more global view, we may be able to
rally more nations behind our cause, increasing the diplomatic and economic pressure on Russia. A unified front against
authoritarian dangers and, at the same time, a possible downplaying of internal tensions within the West are the overarching
goals of the "West vs. Rest" storyline in Western media coverage of the Russia-Ukraine crisis. The media is trying to rally more
people behind Ukraine and stress the need for international unity in the face of geopolitical threats by painting the crisis as a
worldwide problem with far-reaching effects.

The "West vs. Rest" narrative, which portrays the West as standing together against Russian aggression and highlighting the
global ramifications of the Russia-Ukraine conflict, is emphasized and reinforced by particular instances in Western media
coverage of the war. News headlines like "NATO Bolsters Eastern Flank™ and "Ukraine's President VVows to Defend Country"
highlight the unity and resolve of Western allies in backing Ukraine's defense against Russian aggression. The headlines portray
Western countries as resolute in their defense of democratic principles and international conventions, as they emphasize the
strengthening of NATO defenses and the determination of Ukraine.

By bringing attention to the humanitarian effects of the war, headlines like "UN Chief Warns of Global Food Crisis" emphasize
the conflict's impact beyond the local area and may help rally international sympathy for Ukraine. Reports in the media have
focused on the potential for a worldwide food shortage as a consequence of the war in an effort to draw attention to the
critical nature of the situation and garner international support for the defense of Ukraine. By expanding the scope of the
conflict's effects, more nations and groups will be willing to rally behind the cause, which will strengthen the global reaction
to Russia's aggression and demonstrate the value of standing together in the face of geopolitical threats. Taken together, these
examples indicate how certain headlines in Western media portrayals of the Russia-Ukraine conflict feed into and support the
"West vs. Rest" narrative, which portrays a unified front against Russian aggression and emphasizes the global ramifications
of the war. Media coverage seeks to rally support for Ukraine and emphasize the significance of global collaboration in tackling
geopolitical issues by showcasing the wider effects of the crisis and the unity among Western allies.

Media portrayals of Russia and Ukraine in the West are skewed towards storylines that benefit Western geopolitics. In addition
to strengthening Western solidarity, these tales advance democracy by drawing attention to the danger that Russia poses.
Nevertheless, it is essential to recognize the possible biases in these interpretations and to explore other points of view about
the dispute.

Findings of the Study

Results from the research on media coverage of the Russia-Ukraine war shed light on the ways Western media depict the war
and its participants, Russia and Ukraine. By applying Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) to the first thirty days of the war
(February 24th—March 24th, 2022), a number of important themes were apparent, illuminating the discursive methods used
by Western media. Among the most noteworthy discoveries is the language choice, which portrays Russia's activities as
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aggressive and unjustified via the use of strong and emotional verbs like "invades" and "unleashes.”" The use of terms like
“civilian toll" and "refugee crisis," which emphasize the human cost of the conflict on Ukraine, is seen as an attempt to increase
empathy and draw attention to the country's victimization. Furthermore, words like "resistance” and "slowing" are often used
in headlines to highlight the tenacity and will of the Ukrainian opposition. The research also found that the West was trying to
minimize any bias in its response, using terms like "unprecedented sanctions” to imply a measured and justifiable response.

The results also showed that Western media sources used framing strategies. The media painted Ukraine as the helpless victim
of Russia's aggression, painting the conflict as an unprovoked strike. The West, however, seemed to respond quickly and
decisively, while ignoring or downplaying any possible implications. By framing the issue in this way, we can legitimize Western
activities and strengthen the narrative of a unified front against Russian aggression. In addition, the research showed that
Western media outlets often frame the conflict as a "us" vs. "them" story. Russia is shown as the "other," the aggressor
responsible for the misery caused by the conflict, and the viewer, who are assumed to be Western allies, is positioned in
sympathy with Ukraine ("us"). This storyline further isolates Russia from the West while highlighting Western support for
Ukraine.

Ultimately, the study's results show how Western media outlets' discursive methods influenced public debate on the Russia-
Ukraine war. This research provides important insights into how Western media represent Russia and Ukraine in their coverage
of the war by analyzing language choice, framing strategies, and narrative creation. It sheds light on the wider geopolitical
forces involved.

The media's fabricated portrayals of Russia and Ukraine in the Russia-Ukraine War contribute to larger geopolitical narratives
that influence how the public views the war and its participants. The Ukrainian people are shown as heroic, enduring enormous
pain while remaining resolute in their defense against attack. The narrative of a democratic country opposing authoritarian
assault is reinforced by this representation, which elicits compassion and portrays Ukraine as associated with the West. On the
other hand, Russia is portrayed as the aggressive party, an indiscriminate transgressor of global standards, and the "other" party
to blame for the peacekeeping crisis. This depiction supports the idea that Russia is a revisionist force that threatens the
democratic global order. Furthermore, these imagined selves are consistent with the "West vs. Rest" storyline, which promotes
the concept of a unified West against authoritarian challenges. Overarchingly, the framing of the Russia-Ukraine conflict within
a larger framework of global power struggles and the reinforcement of specific narratives and agendas are both facilitated by
the alignment of these created identities with larger geopolitical narratives.

This research shows how to use CDA to examine and how the media has covered the conflict between Russia and Ukraine.
Western media portrayals shape perceptions and stories in a way that serves Western geopolitical agendas.

Limitations of the Study

There are a number of caveats to this Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) research that looked at how Western media covered
the Russia-Ukraine war. The study may have overlooked larger patterns or differences in media representations across various
channels due to its narrow emphasis on a subset of headlines. Western media coverage was the exclusive focus of the research.
Not all Western media reports on the conflict could benefit from the results. Although CDA provides helpful information
about possible biases, it is just one theoretical viewpoint. A broader view of the media's impact may be available via agenda-
setting theory or cultivation theory, for example. In order to fill these gaps and offer a more complete picture of how the
media shaped public opinion on the Russia-Ukraine War, future studies should use a wider variety of data sets, theoretical
frameworks, and news outlets.

Conclusion

Examining the portrayal of Russia and Ukraine in Western media sources during the first month of the Russia-Ukraine War
(February 24th - March 24th, 2022), this research used Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). As the research showed, Western
media use a wide range of discursive methods, such as the development of a "us" vs. "them" narrative, framing techniques,
and language choice. These approaches mould the narrative of the war by portraying the West as a unified front dealing a
resolute blow to Russia's aggression and by casting Ukraine in the role of helpless victim. The research shows that CDA is a
useful method for analyzing media coverage for possible ideological biases. Broad geopolitical narratives that benefit Western
interests portray Russia as an aggressive, merciless abuser of international standards and portray Ukraine as a victimized but
resolute country that is in alignment with the West. The research concludes that critical examination of media representations
is crucial, especially during war. People may have a better grasp of the complicated facts reported in the news if they are able
to decipher the underlying discursive methods and possible biases. As a whole, this research elucidates how Western news
outlets framed the Russia-Ukraine conflict for their own ends. A future free of manufactured narratives is within our reach if
we take the time to analyze and question the media's portrayal of various topics.
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