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Abstract 

Child abuse is a serious health problem and affects both the development and academic achievements of abused 
children. The main objectives of the present study were to study the prevalence of child abuse and its related 
factors. A cross-sectional study was conducted to collect data from study participants. The study sample included 
333 participants. The study questionnaire was composed of two parts, demographic variables, and child abuse-
related variables. A convenient sampling technique was followed to collect data from participants through 
distributed online questionnaires. The data was analyzed using SPSS version 21.  Results of the study showed 
that the prevalence of child abuse was 13.5%. the most common age of child abuse was in the range of 2-9 years. 
Physical violence was the most common single type of abuse. Slapping was the most common single method of 
abuse. The school was the most common place in which abuse was likely to occur. Depression and suicide were 
frequently encountered by abused children. Medical attention was required by one-third of participants. Abuse 
was witnessed in about 58% of events. Reporting of abuse cases was mentioned in about 4% of abuse events. 
Taken together, child abuse is a serious health problem and efforts should be input to reduce its prevalence and 
associated factors. 
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Introduction 

Tee i dehpeead peoblee of ce ld abuhe eah hee ouh coahequeaceh foe publ c eealne. Moee aad 
eoee people neeougeoun nee ioeld aee becoe ag aiaee of  n (Maul en al. 2019). Expeenh  n ee  
aad enea c geouph all eave d ffeeean coacepn oah of iean coahn nuneh ce ld abuhe (Raeaa aad 
Hodeh  2012). Perh cal abuhe  hexual abuhe  eeon oaal abuhe (oe phrceolog cal abuhe)  aad 
aeglecn aee nee foue ea a canegoe eh uadee ie ce nee Woeld Healne Oegaa zan oa (WHO) 
clahh f eh ce ld abuhe (WHO  2006). 

Mohn of nee eeheaece nean eah beea doae oa ce ld abuhe eah beea doae  a Wehneea couane eh 
(Al Kean b  2022). Reheaece caee ed oun  a neehe aan oah peov deh  epoenaan  ah genh  ano a 
euln nude of ahpecnh eelaned no ce ld abuhe   aclud ag nee peevaleace of vae ouh nrpeh  e hk 
facnoeh  eepeecuhh oah   dean f can oa aad eepoen ag necea queh  peevean ve eeahueeh  aad nee 
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eff cacr of d ffeeean  aneevean oa appeoaceeh (Caee en al.  2018; vaa dee Pun en al.  2018). Tee 
eeheaece l neeanuee heoih nean ce ld abuhe  h a coeeoa aad coepl caned peoblee nean affecnh 
eaar ce ldeea ioeldi de (Baene en al.  2013). Tee e hneeaneean of ce ldeea beaeh a eeavr cohn 
aad eehulnh  a d ee aad loag-lahn ag effecnh (G lbeen en al.  2009; Faag en al.  2012). Couane eh aad 
eeg oah flucnuane geeanlr  a nee feequeacr of d ffeeean nrpeh of ce ld ealneeaneean (Akeanov  
2011; hnolneaboege en al.  2015). Tee eohn coeeoa foee of ealneeaneean nean eah beea nee 
hubjecn of  a-depne eeheaece globallr  h hexual abuhe (Moodr en al.  2018). Accoed ag no 
hnan hn ch  ioeea aee eoee l kelr neaa eea no be hexuallr abuhed (Baene en al.  2013). hnud eh 
 ad cane nean borh aee eoee l kelr neaa g elh no expee eace perh cal abuhe  ah iell ah eeon oaal 
abuhe oe aeglecn (T nuh en al.  2003; Ahhceee en al.  2015). Mohn ce ld abuhe caheh go uaeepoened  
uaeecoga zed  oe uaeeg hneeed (Ceeih aad Ceeih  2010; Moodr en al.  2018). 

Noa-Wehneea couane eh eave lanelr publ heed hnud eh oa ce ld abuhe (Raeaa aad Hodeh  2012; 
Maul en al.  2019). Ia Joedaa aad oneee Aeab aan oah  neeee  h hn ll a deaene of docueeanan oa 
eegaed ag ce ld abuhe. Ah a eehuln   n  h d ff culn no f ad ev deace-bahed dana no huppoen aan oaal 
 a n an veh oa nee eepoen ag aad  aneevean oa of ce ld abuhe (Al-Maeeooh  2007; Alzoub  en al.  
2018). 

Joedaa  a couaner  a Wehneea Ah a aad nee M ddle Eahn  eah eade geean hne deh  a defead ag nee 
e genh of ce ldeea  def aed br lai ah aar  ad v dual uadee nee age of e geneea. Tee ce ld-fe eadlr 
leg hlan ve feaeeioek ead beea ee afoeced. Ia n an veh no  epeove nee eealne hecnoe'h capac nr no 
addeehh aad peevean v oleace aga ahn ce ldeea eave beea pun  a place br UNICEF  a 
coopeean oa i ne nee Joedaa aa M a hner of Healne aad oneee h ga f caan plareeh. Add n oaallr  
UNICEF eah ioeked no  epeove nee ab l nr of hoc al ioekeeh aad hceool couaheloeh no offee 
phrceolog cal huppoen no fae l eh aad ce ldeea ieo eave beea abuhed (Ceapu h  2010). Ovee 
nee lahn nio decadeh  Joedaa eah nakea a auebee of hneph no peonecn ce ldeea feoe abuhe aad 
eah allocaned fuadh no ce ld hafenr-eelaned peojecnh. Ia 1991  Joedaa foeeallr ean f ed aad pun 
 ano effecn nee Ua ned Nan oah Coavean oa oa nee R genh of nee Ce ld. Ia oedee no peoeone 
ce ld hafenr aad peonecn oa aad no advaace effecn ve ce ld eeae ag necea queh  nee Joedaa R vee 
Fouadan oa lauaceed nee Joedaa R vee Ce ld hafenr Peogeaeee  a 1997 (Joedaa R vee 
Fouadan oa  2017). Ia 1997  nee Publ c hecue nr D eecnoeane ehnabl heed nee Fae lr Peonecn oa 
Depaeneean. Ia aa effoen no peonecn fae l eh feoe abuhe  a aan oaal neae eah beea acn velr 
ioek ag h ace 2000 no  epeove laih  eegulan oah  aad peogeaeh eelaned no ce ld peonecn oa 
heev ceh (UNICEF  2018). Ia 2002  nee Nan oaal Couac l foe Fae lr Affa eh (NCFA) iah 
fouaded. Paeean ag educan oa  a n an veh foe d hadvaanaged aad eaeg aal zed ce ldeea ah iell ah 
coan auouh aan oaal caepa gah no lehhea peee-no-peee v oleace  a hceoolh eave beea 
 epleeeaned (UNEhCO  2010). Moee accueanelr  nee M a hner of Educan oa eah nakea nee 
 a n an ve no hnaen peen aean peogeaeh  a collaboean oa i ne UNICEF. Rel g ouh leadeeh aad 
eed a peofehh oaalh eave paen c paned  a aan oaal caepa gah aga ahn ce ld abuhe. Moeeovee  
aan oai de caepa gah eave beea lauaceed no huppoen nee adopn oa of poh n ve d hc pl aaer 
necea queh eaneee neaa pua n ve oaeh  a nee f eldh of paeean ag aad educan oa (Malkai   2016). 

heannaai  en al.  (2022) coaducned a hnudr no  avehn gane nee coeeelan oa benieea Joedaa aa 
hecoadaer hceool hnudeanh' helf-ehneee aad nee feequeacr of aegan ve ce ldeood expee eaceh. 
Tee hnudr haeple  acluded 559 hecoadaer hceool hnudeanh (7-11 reaeh). Tee eehulnh heoied nean 
aeoag nee k dh ieo paen c paned  a nee huever  eeon oaal abuhe iah nee eohn eepoened nrpe of 
abuhe (59.6%). Teea caee eeon oaal aeglecn (26.3%)  perh cal abuhe (31.7%)  aad perh cal 
aeglecn (12.7%). 
Study Objectives: nee ea a objecn veh of nee peehean hnudr ieee no exploee nee peevaleace of 
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ce ld abuhe  a Joedaa aad no hnudr ce ld abuhe-eelaned facnoeh. 

Methods and Subjects 

Study Design 

A ceohh-hecn oaal hnudr deh ga iah coaducned no collecn dana feoe paen c paanh. 

Study Sample 

A nonal of 333 paen c paanh f lled oun nee quehn oaaa ee. 

Study Questionnaire 

Tee hnudr quehn oaaa ee iah coahneucned foe ne h hnudr. In  acluded deeogeape c vae ableh huce 
ah age aad geadee  aad ce ldeood d heaheh. Tee hecoad paen of nee quehn oaaa ee iah eade no 
ahhehh ce ldeood abuhe. heveeal vae ableh ieee  acluded: abuhe age  abuhe nrpeh  abuhe eeneodh  
abuhe place  depeehh oa  hu c de  eed cal annean oa  degeee of eed cal annean oa  abuhe 
i naehhed  aad abuhe eepoen. 

Sampling Technique 

A coavea ean haepl ag necea que iah folloied no collecn dana feoe nee paen c paanh ieo f lled 
oun nee quehn oaaa eeh oal ae neeouge Google Foeeh. 

Statistical Treatment 

Tee dana ieee aaalrzed uh ag hPhh veeh oa 21. Feequeacr aad peeceanage ieee uhed no dehce be 
canegoe cal vae ableh  ieeeeah eeaa aad hnaadaed dev an oa ieee uhed no dehce be coan auouh 
vae ableh. 

Results 

Table (1) offers a comprehensive overview of  various demographic and contextual variables 
within a specified sample. The mean age of  the participants is 25.77±8.35 years. The gender 
distribution reveals that 72.1% of  the participants identify as males. Most participants 
(91.3%) were Jordanians, with smaller proportions hailing from Palestinian (5.1%), Syrian 
(2.1%), Egyptian (0.9%), and other nationalities (0.6%). A significant proportion of  
participants (91.9%) reside in urban areas, contrasting with the 8.1% residing in rural settings. 
The average number of  family members is 7±2. Educational attainment among parents is 
diverse, with 42.35% having secondary or lower education, 6.6% holding diplomas, 37.84% 
achieving bachelor's degrees, and 13.21% being high school graduates, offering a detailed 
breakdown of  parental education levels. Approximately 11.7% of  participants reported their 
mothers being exposed to violence, while 88.3% indicated no such exposure. The data 
indicated that 6.9% of  participants had a family member who had been imprisoned, while 
93.1% did not. A minority of  participants (5.7%) reported experiencing mental illness, while 
the majority (94.3%) did not. Family income varied, with 12.6% classified as low income, 
69.7% as middle income, 4.8% as high income, and 12.9% missing income information. 
Thirteen and a half  percent of  participants reported a history of  childhood diseases, while 
86.5% did not. 

Table 1: Geaeeal Ceaeacnee hn ch of hnudr Paen c paanh. 
Variable Description 
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Age (M±SD) years 25.77±8.35 

Gender (N, %): 
• Male 
• Female 

240 (72.1%) 93 (27.9%) 

Nationality (N, %): 
• Jordanian 
• Palestinian 
• Syrian 
• Egyptian 
• Others 

304 (91.3%) 17 (5.1%) 7 (2.1%) 3 (0.9%) 2 (0.6%) 

Residency area (N, %): 
• Urban 
• Rural 

306 (91.9%) 27 (8.1%) 

Family members (M±SD) 7±2 

Paeean’h educan oa (N  %): 
• Secondary or less 
• Diploma 
• Bachelor 
• High graduates 

141 (42.35%) 22 (6.6%) 126 (37.84%) 44 (13.21%) 

Mother violence exposure (N, %): 
• Yes 
• No 

39 (11.7%) 294 (88.3%) 

Family member imprisoned (N, %): 
• Yes 
• No 

23 (6.9%) 310 (93.1%) 

Mental illness (N, %): 
• Yes 
• No 

19 (5.7%) 314 (94.3%) 

Family income (N, %): 
• Low income 
• Middle income 
• High income 
• Missing 

42 (12.6%) 232 (69.7%) 16 (4.8%) 43 (12.9%) 

Childhood diseases (N, %): 
• Yes 
• No 

45 (13.5%) 288 (86.5%) 

Frequency and Distribution of Variables of Child Abuse 

The data presented in Table (2) detailed various facets of  child abuse. The table discerns the age 
distribution of  individuals who have experienced abuse. Notably, a substantial proportion of  abuse 
incidents occurred during early childhood, with 0.6% of  cases reported for those ≤1 year, 5.7% for 
the age group 2-9 years, 5.4% for 10-13 years, and 1.8% for 14-18 years. A significant majority, 
accounting for 86.5%, presents missing data in this category. Examining the nature of  abuse, the 
cases were classified into psychological, physical, or a combination of  both. Only 0.3% reported 
psychological abuse, 3.6% experienced physical abuse, 9.6% encountered a combination of  both, 
and 86.5% had missing data. The data revealed that 4.5% involved slapping, 0.3% kicking, 2.1% 
hitting with a tool, 1.2% using other methods, and 5.4% reported a combination of  methods. 
However, the majority, constituting 86.5%, has missing information. The locations where abuse 
transpired are categorized as school, home, public settings, other places, or a combination. Instances 
of  abuse occurred in schools for 5.4%, homes for 3.9%, public settings for 1.2%, other locations 
for 1.8%, and a combination of  settings for 1.2%. The majority, 86.5%, has missing data in this 
regard. The emotional impact of  abuse is explored through the presence or absence of  depression. 
Among the victims, 9.6% reported experiencing depression, 3.9% did not, and 86.5% have missing 
data in this category. The data addressed the suicidal tendencies among individuals who had 
undergone abuse. Approximately 6.9% of  victims reported suicidal thoughts, 6.6% did not, and 
86.5% have missing information on this aspect. It is investigated whether individuals sought medical 
attention following instances of  abuse. The data indicates that 4.5% sought medical attention, 9% 
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did not, and 86.5% have missing data regarding medical attention. For those seeking medical care, 
the degree of  attention was categorized as minor first aid, outpatient treatment, hospitalization, or 
a combination. Minor first aid was administered in 3.6% of  cases, outpatient treatment in 6%, 
hospitalization in 2.1%, a combination of  these in 1.8%, and 86.5% have missing data. The presence 
or absence of  witnesses during instances of  abuse was explored. Approximately 7.8% of  cases had 
witnesses, 5.7% did not, and 86.5% had missing data regarding the presence of  witnesses. The 
crucial aspect of  reporting abuse is examined. A mere 0.6% of  victims reported the abuse, 12.9% 
did not, and 86.5% had missing data on whether the incidents were reported. 

Table 2: Feequeacr aad D hne bun oa of Vae ableh of Ce ld Abuhe. 
Variables of child abuse Frequency (N) Percentage (%) 

Abuse age: 
• ≤1 year 
• 2-9 years 
• 10-13 years 
• 14-18 years 
• Missing 

2 19 18 6 288 
0.6% 5.7% 5.4% 1.8% 

86.5% 

Abuse types: 
• Psychological 
• Physical 
• Combined 
• Missing 

1 12 32 288 0.3% 3.6% 9.6% 86.5% 

Abuse methods: 
• Slapping 
• Kicking 
• Hitting with a tool 
• Others 
• Combined 
• Missing 

15 1 7 4 18 288 
4.5% 0.3% 2.1% 1.2% 

5.4% 86.5% 

Abuse place: 
• School 
• Home 
• Public setting 
• Others 
• Combined 
• Missing 

18 13 4 6 4 288 
5.4% 3.9% 1.2% 1.8% 

1.2% 86.5% 

Depression: 
• Yes 
• No 
• Missing 

32 13 288 9.6% 3.9% 86.5% 

Suicide: 
• Yes 
• No 
• Missing 

23 22 288 6.9% 6.6% 86.5% 

Medical attention: 
• Yes 
• No 
• Missing 

15 30 288 4.5% 9% 86.5% 

Degree of medical attention: 
• Minor first aid 
• Outpatient treatment 
• Hospitalization 
• Combined 
• Missing 

12 20 7 6 288 
3.6% 6% 2.1% 1.8% 

86.5% 

Abuse witness: 
• Yes 
• No 
• Missing 

26 19 288 7.8% 5.7% 86.5% 

Abuse report: 
• Yes 
• No 
• Missing 

2 43 288 0.6% 12.9% 86.5% 

Discussion 
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Tee peehean hnudr heoied nean nee peevaleace of ce ld abuhe iah 13.5%. Vaer ag degeeeh of 
ce ld abuhe ieee eepoened  a Joedaa. Ia nee e hnudr  heannaai  en al. (2022) eepoened nean 
eeon oaal abuhe iah nee eohn eepoened nrpe of abuhe (59.6%). Teea caee eeon oaal aeglecn 
(26.3%)  perh cal abuhe (31.7%)  aad perh cal aeglecn (12.7%). 

Tee eohn feequeanlr ahhoc aned age i ne ce ld abuhe iah  a nee eaage of 2-9 reaeh aad 10-13 
reaeh. Hoievee  nee f ad agh of nee peehean hnudr ageeed i ne oneee hnud eh  a ie ce nee focuh 
iah eade oa 7-11 reaeh (heannaai  en al.  2022). 

Tee eohn feequean nrpe of abuhe  a oue hnudr iah nee coeb aed foee (71.11%) ie ce  acluded 
bone phrceolog cal (2.2%) aad perh cal v oleace (26.66%)  aad oneeeh. Tee eehulnh of ne h hnudr 
heoied d ffeeean panneeah of abuhe becauhe phrceolog cal abuhe  a ne h hnudr iah nee leahn  
ieeeeah  a oneee hnud eh  phrceolog cal abuhe iah nee eohn peevalean foee (heannaai  en al.  
2022; Hoe ao en al.  2023). Te h vae an oa caa be anne buned no nee peecepn oa of abuhe  a 
paen c paanh oe nee e paeeanh. 

Tee eohn peevalean eeneod of abuhe iah hlapp ag aad coeb aed foeeh. In  h ioene eean oa ag 
nean hlapp ag  h oae of nee accepnable foeeh of hnudean pua heeean oa hoc al aoeeh (Farez en 
al.  2014). 

Tee eohn coeeoa place  a ie ce ce ld abuhe  h l kelr no occue  h hceool. Te h  h plauh ble 
becauhe ce ldeea an ne h hnage aee  a hceool (Farez en al.  2014; heannaai  en al.  2022; Hoe ao en 
al.  2023). 

Mohn ce ldeea i ne abuhe eepoened expee eac ag depeehh oa. Te h  h  a l ae i ne oneee hnud eh 
nean eepoened e ge levelh of depeehh oa aeoag abuhed ce ldeea. A eecean hnudr heoied nean nee 
level of depeehh oa aeoag peehoah i ne eeanal eealne eeaceed a peak of appeox eanelr 74% 
(AlHaeai  en al.  2023). 

Tee eehulnh of nee peehean hnudr heoied nean hl genlr eoee neaa ealf of abuhed ce ldeea ead 
expee eaced hu c de ah  deah oe anneepnh. Hoievee  nee l ak benieea abuhe aad hu c de aeoag 
ce ldeea iah eepoened (Beaqueea h en al.  2010). 

Aboun oae-ne ed of abuhe caheh aeeded eed cal annean oa aad ne h ear be due no perh cal abuhe 
expee eaced br abuhed ce ldeea. Peev ouh l neeanuee eepoened huce f ad agh  a oue hnudr 
(Baeeae  en al.  2021). 

Tee f ad agh of ne h hnudr heoied nean abuhe iah i naehhed  a aboun 58% of caheh. Te h ear 
be due no nee occueeeace of abuhe  a educan oaal henn agh huce ah hceool. Te h f ad ag  eoievee  
 h  a l ae i ne oneee hnud eh (Melkeaa  2024). 

Tee eehulnh heoied nean abuhe iah eepoened  a 4.44% of caheh. Repoen ag caheh of abuhe  h aa 
 epoenaan coaceea nean ear ioek no eeduce nee abuhe (hneele en al.  2024). 

Conclusion 

Ce ld abuhe  h a eeal peoblee nean  epacnh ce ldeea'h hafenr aad developeean. Tee peevaleace 
of ce ld abuhe  a ne h hnudr iah 13.5%. Perh cal abuhe br perh cal v oleace iah peevalean. Teeee 
euhn be effoenh no be eade no eeduce ce ld abuhe. 
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