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Abstract 

Islamic education has equal weightage in a Muslim’s life just like the other education level has. To check the successful 
incorporation of Islamic education in Indonesian higher education institutes, this study investigated the successful 
implementation of the Islamic education curriculum through the education management system. The study was 
conducted using a qualitative research methodology and the higher education institutes within the demographical 
boundaries of Indonesia were taken under investigation and data collection. The data collection strategy was semi-
structured interviews conducted with the higher authorities and administrative staff who deal with the Islamic curriculum 
of the higher education institutes. The data was analyzed through thematic analysis which created different themes 
indicating several prospective constructs that defined the successful implementation of the Islamic education curriculum 
including systematic approaches, cultural alignment, structured decision making, agile response systems, etc. The 
contributions, limitations and future suggestions have been stated in the peripheral sections of the study. 

Keywords: Higher education, Islamic curriculum, education management, Indonesian higher education, 
adaptability, systematic approaches. 

Introduction 

The education management system (EMS) is the planned and strategic working of humans and 
all the resources to run an educational system and execute all the policies to accomplish 
educational goals (Al-Ababneh & Alrhaimi, 2020). Islamic curriculum is related to the values, 
teachings and education of Islam and its successful implementation lies in the effective 
education management system (Ramdane & Souad, 2020). 

In Indonesia the Islamic curriculum has faced many challenges. One of these challenges is the 
outdated curriculum. The educational curriculum in higher learning institutions is same as the 
pre-schools and basic schools that is mainly focusing on the public education subjects with the 
Islamic curriculum only confined to madrasas (Jaelani, 2022). In addition to it, if implemented 
in higher schools in Indonesia the Islamic curriculum is unable to deliver the deeper and strong 
insight into the Islamic culture and values to inadequate training of teachers which is another 
challenge faced by the Islamic curriculum in Indonesia. Moreover, limited resources and 
unequal opportunities are also the hindrance in the successful implementation of Islamic 
curriculum in the higher learning institutes of Indonesia (Prihatin & Subiyantoro, 2022). 
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These challenges of Islamic curriculum implementation in Indonesia have been addressed and 
solved by the education management system. Education management system (EMS) integrates 
different educational systems and develop the administrative systems (Marbun et al., 2020). 
The improved administration is in a better position to take better decisions regarding a 
curriculum and it also promote the learning atmosphere by building strong relationship 
between students and teachers. It tends to train the teachers and tend to hire the teachers with 
higher knowledge of Islamic education and teachings in order to promote the successful 
implementation of Islamic curriculum (El-Mubarak & Hassan, 2021). 

The number of enrollments in the Islamic higher education institutes have been increased since 
2007 in Indonesia which is depicted in the figure below: 

 
Figure 1: Number Of Students in the Islamic Higher Education Institutes by Ownership in 
Indonesia (2007/08-2018/19). 
Source: Worldbank.org (Islamic higher education in Indonesia). 

The main objective of the present study is to find out the role of education management system 
in determining the success implementation of Islamic curriculum in Higher Learning 
Institutions in Indonesia. The study also aims to explore the foundations of strong Islamic 
curriculum and the best possible practices for the successful implementation of Islamic 
curriculum in Indonesia. 

The research questions for the study are 

RQ1: What are the key aspects of an education management system? How is it related to the implementation 
of a curriculum? 

RQ2: what is the Role of education management system in the implementation of Islamic curriculum? 

RQ3: What is the influence of education management system in determining the success implementation of 
Islamic curriculum in Higher Learning Institutions in Indonesia? 

The research signifies the important role played by the education management system (EMS) 
in the successful implementation of Islamic curriculum in higher learning institutes of 
Indonesia. 
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Literature Review 

Administrative Management Theory 

The administrative management theory was developed by the Henri Fayol in 1916. According to 
this theory it is the collaborative working of the management and the employees to accomplish a 
shared goal (Kaul, 2020). Administrative theory or more precisely the public administration theory 
put forward the concept of managing public organizations such as educational institutes, financial 
sectors, etc. in a rational, organized, and planned manner so that the desired goal can be achieved 
smoothly. This theory proposes the concept of division of labor in order to complete a task and to 
implement the practices that formed through proper cognition that is the pre-planned ideas (Oglu 
Karimli & Oglu Baghirov, 2020). Administrative management is a key aspect in the education 
management system. In education management system both the administrative processes and the 
educational processes are improvised to achieve the desired educational goals. The successful 
implementation of educational curriculum seeks help in the administrative management via 
effective education management system (Ridei et al., 2021). 

Role of Education Management Systems in the Successful Implementation of the 
Islamic Curriculum 

Education management system manage and process the data related to the educational 
institutes such as pre-schools, basic schools, higher schools, and madrasas. The core 
components of an effective education management system are planning, organization, 
administration, co-ordination, and evaluation. Moreover, the educational direction and 
supervision are also encompassed by the education management system (Al-Ababneh & 
Alrhaimi, 2020). Islamic curriculum on the other hand is the educational curriculum that 
involves the Islamic education, teachings, values, and culture. Islamic curriculum offers a 
deeper and thoughtful insight into the religion of Islam, its values, its customs, and its teachings. 
The Islamic curriculum in any Muslim country is the main source of providing the students 
with knowledge about the religion ‘Islam’. Through Islamic curriculum a deeper learning of the 
teachings of ‘Holy Quran’ and ‘Ahadees’ can be acquired which then paves the path for the 
spiritual development of students (Nurdiyanti et al., 2022). 

The integration of public education and Islamic education into a curriculum is the fundamental 
way of promoting Islamic education and this integration into a curriculum can be devised 
through education management system (Pasrizal et al., 2020). Educational curriculum can be 
implemented and the desired value from them can be generated only by effective management. 
The education management system promote the administrative management and the 
educational environment (Fathurrochman et al., 2021). The digitalization of the school to 
accelerate on the road of success is greatly controlled by better decision making, improved 
management, better planning, and productive organization and enhanced co-ordination 
between teachers and students. All of these are the components of education management 
system and help to generate an educational system that is almost flawless and tend to deliver 
the best to its pupils. Islamic curriculum implementation in the educational institutes is this 
strengthened by the education management system (Ekasari et al., 2021). 

Role of Education Management Systems in the Successful Implementation of the 
Islamic Curriculum in Higher Learning Institutes in Indonesia 

Indonesia being the Muslim county with almost 87% Muslim population tend to maintain 
Islamic curriculum as a part of educational institutes (Fathurrochman et al., 2021). However, 
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during the recent decade Islamic curriculum in Indonesia has faced many problems in Indonesia 
and in some regions is still facing the challenges. The problems faced by the Islamic curriculum 
is due to the modernization of the madrasas which were the only source of Islamic education in 
the past (Syafi'i & Yusuf, 2021). However, now a day Islamic curriculum is a part of education 
system but with the quality being compromised. The Islamic curriculum integrated unto the 
higher learning institutes of Indonesia is same as pre or basic school that is it is somewhat 
outdated curriculum. This outdated curriculum fails to develop the deeper and spiritual insight 
into the Islam (Werdiningsih et al., 2022). Moreover, students fail to develop the better learning 
of Islamic curriculum due to the communication gap and poor coordination between the students 
and the teachers. In addition to this the resources required for the productive Islamic curriculum 
implementation in higher institutes are deficient in Indonesia which poses another challenge for 
the successful implementation of Islamic curriculum in higher learning institutes of 
Indonesian(Uyuni & Adnan, 2020). All these challenges can be addressed by the effective 
education management system. According to the study of Latief et al. (2021) education 
management system is the source of bringing productivity through effective organization and 
planning. Education management system promote the educational coordination between the 
students and the teachers and develop a better comprehension of the Islamic education subjects 
in the students. Furthermore, the teacher training is also a practice of education management 
system. It trains the teachers with the best pedagogical methods and ten to increase their 
knowledge about Islamic curriculum (Rosyad, 2020). Education management system aims to 
develop and manage Islamic education curriculum in higher education institutes in Indonesia by 
involving human resources such as various Islamic scholars’ teachings which help the education 
management system to achieve the goal of successful implementation of Islamic curriculum in 
the higher learning institutes of Indonesia. The more successful the implementation of the Islamic 
curriculum the better will be the comprehension of Islamic values and greater will be insight into 
the Islamic teachings (Yaqin et al., 2021). 

Research Methodology 

A qualitative approach to research was used in this study. Since qualitative research enabled a 
thorough comprehension of the intricate implementation of Islamic curriculum, it was 
considered appropriate. 

Sample Size 

A deliberate group of eight members from the administrative staff from different Indonesian higher 
education institutions participated in the research project. Those who directly managed the 
incorporation of Islamic courses were given preference in the selection process, which relied on 
their duties in managing as well as implementing policies pertaining to education. 

Data Collection and Analysis 

The data was collected via structured interviews, where a pre-approved list of questions was 
used for the interviews. The process of thematic analysis was used to analyze the information. 

Results 

The outcomes of thematic examination are as under. A brief summary of the concepts that 
were developed is shown in the figure. 
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Figure 2. Mind Map of Main Themes. 

Theme I: Systemic Approach 

The learning administration technique at their institute is designed to integrate Islamic syllabus 
seamlessly. They have created specialized divisions to manage religious studies, guaranteeing 
instructors proficiency. Instructors’ ability is improved by periodic instruction, as well as online 
tools facilitate the distribution of resources. This system supports an all-encompassing Islamic 
learning and makes execution easier. Moreover, the learning administration procedure at 
their institutes was purposefully created to support the efficacy of the religious course of study. 
In order to assist Islamic programs, they have set up an organized strategy that aligns 
educational and managerial duties. Consistent evaluations and surveys guarantee ongoing 
enhancement, fostering an atmosphere that supports successful execution. As per one of the 
respondents: 

“The smooth incorporation of the religious syllabus is given top priority in our curriculum. 
Multidisciplinary boards have been formed to supervise the creation of courses, guaranteeing 
their pertinence and conformity to Islamic tenets. The incorporation of technology as well as 
interactive initiatives for instructors’ growth improve the standard of education, creating a 
culture that is favorable to adoption in higher education.” 
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Theme II: Challenges Faced 

Although training for teachers has been successfully handled by the learning administration structure, 
it is still difficult to adjust to the changing Islamic teaching methods. Finding a middle ground between 
creativity and conventional wisdom is still difficult. Furthermore, although the mechanism takes care 
of syllabus coordination, quick adjustments are impeded by administrative hurdles. Enhancing the 
structure's effectiveness in carrying out Islamic learning could involve simplifying 
management procedures along with cultivating a flexible culture. As per one of the respondents: 

"The problems with distribution of resources have been effectively addressed by the 
learning administration process. The necessity for ongoing technology advancements to satisfy 
changing didactic expectations, nevertheless poses a significant obstacle and necessitates 
ongoing instructor education as well as spending." 

Theme III: Decision-Making Processes 

Educational specialists, theologians, as well as educational leaders collaborate to make choices 
regarding the Islamic curriculum at their institutes. The panels for curriculum reviews meet on 
an ongoing basis to evaluate the courses and take into account various viewpoints in order to 
guarantee that the syllabus is thorough and well-balanced and reflects the principles of 
their institutes. Besides, choices about the Islamic courses are decided upon at 
their institutes via consultation. Groups responsible for developing curricula work together 
with instructors who specialize in religious education. An Islamic instruction that is intriguing 
is facilitated by periodic assessments, feedback from stakeholders, and accordance with 
academic objectives. As per one of the respondents: 

“We use an active method at our university to make selections about the Islamic the curriculum. 
Academics, theologians, and specialists in education convene on frequently to evaluate the 
efficacy of curricula. The pupils' comments as well as feedback systems guarantee a modern, 
balanced religious education, improving the caliber of our courses as a whole." 

Theme IV: Adaptability as well as Flexibility 

Given its great adaptability, the learning administration system can easily adjust to the evolving 
requirements of Islamic programs. Improvements are guided by consistently needs evaluations, 
which are overseen by an adaptable course panel. Flexibility is ensured by ongoing growth of 
instructors, and pupils' input processes are essential. The structure places a high priority on 
keeping up with changing didactic and spiritual conditions in order to keep the Islamic 
learning services relevant and successful. Furthermore, learning administration 
mechanism places a strong emphasis on flexibility to accommodate changing needs for Islamic 
programs. A syllabus that is versatile in nature facilitates quick adjustments, and improvements 
are managed by a team that gets assigned. Modifications are guided by constant input from 
stakeholders, which includes faculty and pupils. Technology incorporation facilitates smooth 
transitions, creating an ever-evolving and adaptable structure that guarantees Islamic learning's 
continuous compliance with modern demands. As per one of the respondents: 

“Constant improvement is given top priority in Indonesia's higher educational management 
structure, which incorporates flexibility to adapt to modifications in the implementation of 
Islamic courses. Frequent evaluations, surveys, as well as feedback systems make it possible to 
determine what needs to be changed. The methodical application of modifications is guided by 
a set procedure, which guarantees that the curriculum related to Islam is flexible, adaptable, 
along with in line with changing educational needs as well as social norms.” 
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Discussion and Conclusion 

Discussion on the Key Findings 

The previous section has shed light on the output of the data analysis and have reported 
different themes and a mind map covering the main crux or most crucial concepts highlighted 
by the participants of the study. The themes of the study have highlighted some challenges 
encountered and tackled by the administration of the Islamic schools including the financial or 
policies related constraints which were adjusted by favorable environment and system 
adjustment. This result of the study was back supported by the empirical findings of a study 
which has also mentioned the challenges and the appropriate strategical policies adopted within 
the Indonesian education system (Kosim et al., 2023). 

The other themes enlightened different strategies, processes, and processes that have been 
practices by the Islamic schools to effectively incorporate the Islamic curriculum in the education 
system. The themes have mainly highlighted that the Islamic curriculum was incorporated with 
the help of a systematic approach and Islamic laws and guidelines were incorporated; thorough 
discussion and involvement of the different team members and teachers to develop an effective 
Islamic curriculum structure for the students and in the last, the designed curriculum was 
developed in such a shape that it can be adjusted according to changing needs and required form 
according to the environment and circumstances. All these finding have a bottom-line concept 
that the Islamic education curriculum of Indonesia is a whole package developed with high 
expertise have a maximum productivity and flexibility level and have been incorporated very 
successively and effectively in the education management setups for the constructive 
development of the students (Budiarto & Salsabila, 2022; Zikri & Syafii, 2023). 

Conclusion of the Study 

The study developed its aim to investigate the role education management system play in the 
successful incorporation and implementation of Islamic education curriculum in Indonesian 
higher education institutes and to fulfill this aim, the study has developed three research objectives 
to achieve. The study grounded its strategy based on the underpinning concepts of qualitative 
research methodology and used a semi-structured interview technique for the data collection. 
The thematic analysis performed on the collected data implied four themes reflecting the most 
highlighted strategies and key features of education management system. Thus, based on the key 
findings, the study portrayed the incumbent role of the education management system in 
incorporating a successful Islamic education management system in Indonesia. 

Implications 

This study has provided many novel contributions to the empirical literature and the practical 
life. The study has highlighted the prioritized focus of the education management system in 
giving equal weightage to the Islamic curriculum and also illustrated the incumbency of the 
Islamic education curriculum in the higher education institutes. Further, this study also 
highlighted the prominent adoption and effective implementation of the Islamic education for 
the betterment of the students in Indonesia. These contributions can be a green light for other 
countries education sector as well for the incorporation of Islamic education curriculum and 
to enhance the Islamic proportions and qualities in their students. 
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Limitations of the Study 

This study also has some limitations observed during the research journey and these limitations 
can be used by the future scholars for avoiding any ambiguities. This study has targeted the 
higher education institutes and have used interviews data collection and was facilitated with a 
small sample size that has been used for results compilation. This study has only investigated 
the successful integration of the Islamic education and have not investigated the effective 
outcomes or any constructive outcomes of this education in students. 

Future Research Directions 

The above-mentioned research limitations can be used by the future scholars for their studies 
along with these suggestions. First, the future scholars can investigate the same investigated 
concepts using a quantitative research methodology and can facilitate the literature with 
generalized and more robust empirical implications. Second, the future studies can elucidate 
the expected results or outcome or benefit of implementing the Islamic education and to 
highlight the key areas that have more effective role so that they can be practiced by other 
education institutes as well. 
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Interview Questions 

1. Could you explain your institution's overall system of education management and the way it 
was created to make the Islamic courses easier to implement? 

2. According to your observations, what particular difficulties or barriers has the system of 
education management either addressed or created for the higher educational 
institutes effective implementation of the Islamic education? 

3. How do decisions about the Islamic syllabus get made in your institute's education 
management method? 

4. How much flexibility as well as adaptability is built into the system of educational 
management to meet the changing demands of enforcing the Islamic courses? 
What systems exist to handle modifications? 


